LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
To the Reader
This figure that thou here seest put,
It was for gentle Shakespeare cut;
Wherein the Graver had a strife*
With nature, to out-doo the life;
O? could he but have drawne his wit
As well in brasse, as he hath hit
His face;  the Print would then surpasse
All, that was ever writ in brasse,
But since he cannot. Reader, looke
Not in his Picture, but his Booke.
B.I.
Colonel Ward (p. 58) comments: "Sceptical
readers suspect a double meaning in the words
4out-doo3 in the fourth line and chit3 in the
sixth. To cout~doo the life' may mean to destroy
the life; and "hit3 is an old form of the word
'hid,* so that Ben Jonson may all the time be
congratulating Martin Droeshout on having so
successfully destroyed the life, and concealed the
features of the Earl of Oxford" (behind the mask}.
(c] An Epistle to the Earls of Pembroke and
Montgomery by the Actors Heminges and Condell
(extracts):
But since your L. L. have been pleas'd to think
these trifle$ something heeretofore; and have pro-
sequuted both them, and their Author living with
sso much favour; we hope that (they outliving him,
and he not having the fate common with some to be executor
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